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School and LA details 
School Details: 
Ibstone C of E Infant School  
Ibstone 
Buckinghamshire 
HP14 3XZ 
 
DfE Number 825 3335 

 
LA Details: 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
County Hall 
Walton Street 
Aylesbury 
HP20 1UZ 

 

Description of alteration and evidence of demand 
 

o To become a Church of England Primary School by extending the upper age limit to 11 years old. 
 
Ibstone CE School was founded as a school for boys aged from 4 to 14 and has existed in a variety of guises over its’ 164 year history. 
 
The proposal is to extend the age range of children at Ibstone School from an upper limit of 7 years old to 11 years old, thereby 
becoming a primary school.  
 
We know from current admissions information that Ibstone CE School is a strong candidate for parental choice, however, there is a clear 
preference for primary school education.  Surveying the parents who visit the school strongly indicates that the main reason they are 
reluctant to make Ibstone their first choice is uncertainty about Year 3 places in other primary schools.  This is supported by the one or 
two children who leave Ibstone CE School each year before the end of Year 2 in order to secure Year 3 places in other local schools. 
 
There is also strong support for primary conversion among our current parental body.  Becoming a primary school will give our parents 
the confidence that their child or children will have a local, high quality, school place for Year 3.  It will also mean that they can be 
confident that their child or children will continue to be educated within the ethos of Ibstone school, which is so evident and popular 
among our pupils and parents. 
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Objectives (including how the proposal would increase educational standards and parental choice) 
 

o To extend our high quality education within a distinctive Christian ethos through Key Stage 2. 
 
o To offer bespoke educational experiences and personal development opportunities to children up to the age of 11. 

 
o To increase parental choice by providing additional Church of England Primary School places. 

 
o To improve the width of parental choice through the opportunities provided by our beautiful learning environment. 

 
o To develop the physical learning environment of the school by adding more high quality teaching spaces. 

 
o To minimise impact of converting to a primary school on our local community. 

 
Ibstone CE School offers a high quality education within a distinctive Christian ethos.  By offering an extended age range, we will be able 
to take our existing strengths and distinctiveness and extend this through Key Stage 2.  We are a small rural school that offers unique 
educational opportunities within our locality.  Working with our local community we are confident that we can continue to provide 
bespoke educational experiences and to extend our outstanding personal development programme. 
 
By expanding to create an additional small primary school, we will also be extending parental choice.  There is clearly a demand for this 
as other Church of England Primary Schools in the area are largely oversubscribed.    
 
In addition to its small size and Christian distinctiveness, Ibstone CE School also offers the parents the opportunity to send their child or 
children to a school that has a beautiful learning environment and a strong focus on outdoor learning.  
 
As the provision is extended we will provide additional teaching spaces either through internal development (initially to provide 
classrooms for the extra year groups, and then as extra teaching spaces for more specialist areas such as Science and Music) and then 
through the addition of external classroom spaces as the need arises. 
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Through all of this we are confident that we can maintain the benefits of being a small school, including excellent teacher pupil 
relationships and personalised education, and our own distinctiveness. 
 
We are aware of the potential impact on our local community through an increase of vehicular movement through Ibstone.  In order to 
minimise this we will develop a travel plan that could include a staggered start and end to the school day and developing walking routes 
from safe parking zones. The potential impact would be further reduced by the introduction of a breakfast club and the continuation of 
our successful after school club.  
 

 

The effect on other schools, academies and educational institutions within the area 
 

o We believe that converting to a primary school will have a positive impact on other local schools.   
 
By offering extra places in Key Stage 2 we will be able to support other primary schools that are oversubscribed and reduce the pressure 
on class sizes. 

 
Becoming a primary school will also enable other local primary schools to plan for their own needs without the distraction of Year 3 
admissions and by extending parental choice we will also free other local primary schools to focus on their own distinctiveness. 
 
In order to minimise the impact on other schools and our local community the conversion to a primary school will be a gradual process 

over 4 years, starting with the introduction of Year 3 pupils in September 2017. Full capacity would be achieved in the academic year 

2020/2021.  In other words, the school will grow each year with pupils moving through the school until they reach Year 6.  

In addition, by becoming a primary school we will also make it easier to enter into formal relationships with other local primary schools 
and would make it easier for Ibstone to consider the Academy conversion process. 
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Project costs and indication of how these will be met, including how long-term value for money will be achieved 
 
Ibstone CE School has a reputation for providing value for money within the context of a small rural school.  We have a history of fiscal 
prudence and every confidence that this will continue through the expansion period. 
 
The costs of expansion will be graduated over a number of years as the development is in stages.  The costs fall into three areas: 
human resourcing, physical resourcing and educational resourcing and the costs within each area increase as pupil numbers increase. 
 
The largest capital cost lies within the physical resourcing of the primary expansion.  However, much of the early stages can be covered 
through internal restructuring.  Funds for the capital costs will be raised through the Oxford Diocese and through fundraising and grant 
applications. 
 

 

Implementation and any proposed stages for implementation 
 

o Our objective is to offer a year 3 class in September 2017 
 
We have already conducted an initial informal consultation, and will be conducting a formal consultation before half term of the Summer 
Term. 
 
The proposal has been agreed by the Governing Body and will be decided by the Local Authority with an outcome expected by the start 
of the new Academic year in September 2016. 
 
The conversion to a primary school will be a gradual process over 4 years, starting with the introduction of Year 3 pupils in September 
2017. Full capacity would be achieved in the academic year 2020/2021.  In other words, the school will grow each year with pupils 
moving through the school until they reach Year 6. 
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A statement explaining the procedure for responses, support, objections and comments 
 

If anyone has any comments, questions or objections to the proposal, they should write to Rev Dr Alistair France, Chair of 
Governors, Ibstone CE School, Ibstone, Bucks, HP14 3XZ or email the wwest@buckscc.gov.uk by the deadline of 18 November 
2016.  

Alternatively please email the school: office@ibstone.bucks.sch.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:office@ibstone.bucks.sch.uk

